
INTENSIVE PROGRAMS
Friday, September 19, 8:30 am-12:30 pm
$75 for SCBWI members; $90 for non-members
Hands-on workshops designed to provide in-depth exploration of a topic, offered 
pre-conference. Conference registration is required for participation. Programs with 
limited enrollment are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. 

MANUSCRIPT CRITIQUES/PORTFOLIO REVIEWS*
Friday, September 19, 2:00-5:00 pm
$50 for SCBWI members; $65 for non-members
Register for the conference by Friday, July 11 in order to sign up for a 
manuscript critique, must be received by July 15. Register by August 15 to sign 
up for a portfolio review or an industry consultation. Manuscripts may be sent 
via USPS or FedEx. Please see Conference Information Packet for details.

PORTFOLIO DISPLAY*
Saturday, September 20, 6-7:30 pm 
No fee; see Conference Information Packet for details and tips on compiling a 
portfolio. Contact Bonnie Adamson at bonnieadamson@att.net with questions.

RED-EYE CRITIQUE GROUPS*
Friday, September 19, or Saturday, September 20, 10 pm-??
No fee to participate. Small-group peer critiques. Participants will exchange 
manuscripts prior to the conference.
Contact Debbie Allmand at dlapmandi@aol.com by Friday, August 15. 

FIRST PAGES/FIRST IMPRESSIONS*
Saturday, September 20, 3:30-5:00 pm
No fee to participate. Writers: first pages must be received at the registration 
desk by 8:30 am Saturday; illustrators must submit digital images to Bonnie 
Adamson at bonnieadamson@att.net by Friday, September 5.

BOOKSTORE SALES*
Books featured or recommended by conference presenters are offered for sale 
during the conference. SCBWI PAL members (authors and illustrators) attending 
the conference may have their most recent books available in the bookstore, as 
well.  Contact Carolinas@scbwi.org with title and ISBN by Friday, August 8.

AUTOGRAPH PARTY
Conference faculty, along with PAL authors and illustrators, will be available to 
sign books from 7-8 pm Saturday.

AUTHOR’S ROUNDTABLE
Carolinas authors and illustrators share insights in an informal Q&A at the close of 
the Saturday social event, 8:00-9:00 pm.

OUTREACH
Bring a children’s book (new or gently used) to donate to an area school! The 
donation box will be available at the registration table.

*Formatting guidelines and submission requirements are available for 
download in the Conference Information Packet HERE.

CONFERENCE FEATURES

*The Marriott Executive Park is now the 
Crowne Plaza Charlotte Executive Park. 
The conference rate is available ONLINE 

or by calling 800-227-6963. 
(Mention “Society of Children’s Book 

Writers and Illustrators.”)

PLEASE NOTE: This is the same hotel at the 
same physical location as the 2013 conference. 

As a Crowne Plaza property, however, it now has 
a new website and reservation number. 
Please use the information above when 

making your reservations. Conference Schedule...next page

September 19-21, 2014
CHARLOTTE, NC

Crowne Plaza Charlotte
Executive Park

REGISTER

ONLINE
SCBWI Members... $170

Non Members... $185
Intensives and critiques/reviews 

require additional fees.
Conference Registration is REQUIRED

for all programs and activities.
Mail-in Registration is available for 

check payments only.
Download the mail-in form HERE.

EVERYTHING
You Need to Know 

is online at
www.carolinas.scbwi.org



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30-8:30 am CHECK-IN FOR INTENSIVES; CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
8:30 am-12:30 pm INTENSIVE PROGRAMS
 Industry Insights: with Emily Mitchell
 Writing Intensive: Your Character, Your World with Kathleen Ahrens
 Illustration Intensive: with Isabel Warren-Lynch and Mary GrandPré 
1:00-5:00 pm CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
2:00-5:00 pm CRITIQUES/PORTFOLIO REVIEWS/INDUSTRY CONSULTATIONS
4:00-5:00 pm  BREAKOUTS
 A- Your Career Starts Here with Alan Gratz  
 B- Everyone Likes to Laugh: Tell Your Tale with Humor with Kami Kinard
 C- Working Illustrator Panel with Bob Ostrom/Vanessa Newton/Deb Johnson
7:30-8:30 pm GENERAL SESSION - Moderated Agent’s Panel
8:30-10:00 pm Après Conference: Team Trivia
10:00-?? Red-Eye Critiques

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
7:30-8:30 am CONFERENCE REGISTRATION; CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
8:45-9:00 am WELCOME
9:00-10:00 am OPENING KEYNOTE  Linda Ashman
10:15-11:15 am BREAKOUTS
 D- PAL Master Class - Writers As Atlas Makers with Emma Dryden
 E- Middle Grade Thrillers with Susan Hawk 
 F- Illustrating for the Children’s Market with Isabelle Warren-Lynch
11:30 am-12:30 pm BREAKOUTS
 G- PAL Master Class -Writers As Atlas Makers with Emma Dryden
 H- Finding Your Middle Grade Voice with Paula Sadler
 I- Picture Books 101: From Coming Up with an Idea to Querying with Christa Hesche
12:30-12:45 pm GENERAL SESSION - Awards/Announcements
1:00-2:00 pm Lunch
2:15-3:15 pm BREAKOUTS
 J- PAL Master Class -Writers as Architects with Emma Dryden
 K- Voice: Elusive, Yet Necessary with Emily Mitchell
 L- The Deceptively Simple Art of the Picture Book with Joanne Cardenas
3:30-5:00 pm GENERAL SESSION - First Pages/First Impressions 
6:00-8:00 pm Evening Social: Portfolio Display; Art Contest Gallery
7:00-8:00 pm Autograph Party (Bookstore open)
8:00-9:00 pm Mentorship Panel / Author’s Roundtable
9:00-10:00 pm Working Illustrator Schmooze
10:00-? Red-Eye Critiques

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
7:30-8:15 am CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
8:30-10:00 am BREAKOUTS
 M- PAL Master Class -Writers as Re-envisioners with Emma Dryden
 N- Deep Point-of-View with Kathleen Ahrens
 O- The Recipe for Great Nonfiction with Nancy Castaldo
10:15-11:15 am CLOSING KEYNOTE  Carrie Ryan
11:15-11:30 am Hooks Scholarship/Farewell

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
See Conference Faculty for details on sessions and presenters.



CONFERENCE FACULTY

KATHLEEN AHRENS is Director of the International Writers’ Workshop and Head of the Language 
Centre at Hong Baptist University, where she teaches classes on creative writing, children’s literature, 
and linguistics. She also serves as the International Regional Advisor Chair and as a member of 
the Board of Advisors for the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, and she was the 
Programme Director for International Poetry Nights Hong Kong 2013. She believes in the power of the 
written word to transform hearts and minds and to instigate personal and social change. You can find 
out more about her at www.kathleenahrens.com and http://booksfromtheeast.blogspot.com.

Writing Intensive: Your Character, Your World: Using Figurative Language to Create 
Emotional Resonance

This workshop will help authors develop mental models for their characters through mini-lectures and 
writing exercises involving conceptual metaphors and similes. These mental models may be expressed 
in interior monologue, dialogue, or resonate through the novel’s theme, and will enhance the reader’s 
emotional connection to the character. Writers should bring their first, midpoint, and last chapter 
from a work-in-progress and their favorite writing tools and be ready to write!

Sunday Breakout: Deep Point-of-View: What It Is, What It Does, and How to Write It

Writing in deep point-of-view is a relatively recent writing technique that allows writers to succinctly 
show the emotions their character is feeling, without telling the reader what they are. This talk will 
review the basics of point-of-view and explain the concept of deep point-of-view using multiple 
examples. Writers should be prepared to do short writing exercises on point-of-view and to let go of 
traditional notions of how to write dialogue and interior monologue.

LINDA ASHMAN’S many picture books have been included on the “Best of the Year” lists of The New 
York Times, Parenting and Child magazines, the Bank Street College of Education, the New York Public 
Library, the IRA/CBC and more. She’s also the author of The Nuts and Bolts Guide to Writing Picture 
Books, a “how to” handbook for picture book writers. She lives in Chapel Hill with her family. Visit 
www.lindaashman.com for more.

Linda will deliver the conference Opening Keynote Address on Saturday.

JOANNA CARDENAS acquires and edits books for all ages, but she has a soft spot for picture books, 
chapter books, and middle-grade novels. As Assistant Editor, Viking Children’s Books/Penguin Random 
House, she is looking for humorous, clever, and unexpected picture books; literary and voice-driven 
middle grade with tons of heart; and smart, empowering YA. Joanna is not the best fit for romance 
or high fantasy. Among other projects, Joanna edited The Saturday Boy by David Fleming, Brave 
Chicken Little by Robert Byrd, and Snappsy the Alligator (Did Not Ask to Be in This Book) written by 
Julie Falatko and illustrated by Tim Miller. She has also worked on books by Molly Idle, Anna Dewdney, 
Doreen Cronin, and Sally Warner. Before Viking, Joanna interned at Writers House. She also worked as 
a bookseller for five wonderful years.

Saturday Breakout: The Deceptively Simple Art of the Picture Book 

What makes a picture book truly sing? We’ll take a look at Viking’s backlist to look at why these titles 
have stood the test of time. Then, using contemporary picture book examples, well examine how to 
reinvent common themes, plot a story with a satisfying arc, bolster character development, and fine 
tune your writing technique.

Joanna will also participate in the First Pages/First Impressions panel on Saturday.



NANCY  CASTALDO realized she could combine all her interests in science, reading, and writing when 
she became a children’s author. A recipient of the New York State Outdoor Education Association’s 
Art and Literature award, Nancy is the author of several nonfiction books, including Sniffer Dogs: How 
Dogs (and Their Noses) Save the World, Keeping Our Earth Green and River Wild. Her book Pizza for 
the Queen, a Junior Library Guild selection, is a historical fiction picture book for young readers. Nancy 
holds a Master of Arts degree with a concentration in children’s literature, and she is a reviewer for 
the Historical Novel Society. Nancy is the Regional Advisor for the Eastern New York region of the 
SCBWI. Her next book is due out from National Geographic in November.

Sunday Breakout: The Recipe for Great Nonfiction 

Candace Flemming relates the differences between writing fiction and nonfiction to cake baking. We’ll 
explore the ways to create the most delicious nonfiction cake using the ingredients we are given in 
this workshop. We’ll discuss everything from where ideas originate to proposal writing to research 
and crafting the tastiest text. Bring a pad, pencil and a 3-5-sentence description of a book you’re 
working on.

EMMA D. DRYDEN is the founder of drydenbks LLC (www.drydenbks.com), the children’s editorial 
and publishing consultancy firm she established after 25 years as an editor and publisher with several 
major publishing houses. She edits books and digital content, consults on writing and illustration 
careers and publishing strategies, and teaches extensively about writing craft as well as traditional 
and non-traditional publishing best practices. An SCBWI board member, Emma lives and works in New 
York City.

PAL Master Class, Saturday morning: Writers as Atlas Makers 

Whether writing fantasy or realism, novels or picture books, crafting the worlds of our stories is 
really akin to setting up the worlds we created as children playing make-believe, only this time we’re 
responsible for creating worlds rich enough, believable enough, and inviting enough for readers to 
join us, to journey with us, to stay there with us. In this session we will identify the links between the 
geography of the worlds of our stories and the geography of the inner worlds of the characters in our 
stories. (Two-hour session includes writing exercises) 

PAL Master Class, Saturday afternoon: Writers as Architects

As we explore the terrains of our story worlds and the external and internal worlds of our characters, 
we must also explore the structures of our manuscripts. In this session we will discuss the choices we 
make in order to find the best framework within which to tell our stories—what are our best tools and 
building blocks to make our characters leap off the page? What choices are we making that might be 
holding us back from making our stories as deep and resonant as possible? (Includes writing exercises)

PAL Master Class, Sunday: Writers as Re-Envisioners

Sometimes the best explorers in the world need new maps to find their way to their destinations. 
So, too, do writers need to see their work in new ways to find their truest voice. Traveling new paths, 
exploring new ideas, and seeing manuscripts in new perspectives are often the best ways of find out 
what our characters want and what our stories are really about. In this session we will discuss a wide 
variety of revision methods (and madness!) that will help us create the maps we need for our stories 
and our characters. (Includes writing exercises)

Industry Consultations

As part of our Critique and Review Sessions, Friday, September 19, between 2:00 PM and 5:00 PM, 
Ms. Dryden will be available for a fifteen minute face-to-face industry consultations and to answer 
questions and discuss your specific interests/concerns. 
Topics include: 
• Assessing your one-page draft query letter to be sure it’s working; assessing your one-page (no 

more than 250 words) synopsis to be sure it’s as strong as it can be; 
• Agent-related questions or concerns; 
• Publishing “etiquette” questions or concerns;
• Best practices concerning publishing options;



• “Awkward” questions that have been bothering you about something related to your work or the 
business that you’ve been afraid to ask anyone else; and nearly anything else that’s on your mind 
in relation to the craft of your work and the business of children’s publishing. 

All such consultations and anything contained therein will be considered private and confidential. 

MARY GRANDPRÉ has illustrated several children’s picture books as well as the American version 
of the Harry Potter books. Her clients include The New York Times, Harper Collins, Knopf, Crown 
Publishing, Random House, Scholastic, Cincinnati Opera, Warner Bros, DreamWorks, Pacific Data 
Images, and Blue Sky Studios. Mary uses a wide variety of media to create her art, including pastel, 
acrylic and collage. She has received numerous awards throughout her career and has been featured 
in various trade journals and arts magazines. 

Illustration Intensive: The Creative Process

Mary will show examples of her work and discuss her process from concept to final art, while Isabelle 
Warren-Lynch provides an art director’s perspective on picture book production.

ALAN GRATZ is the author of a number of books for young readers, including Samurai Shortstop, The 
Brooklyn Nine, Prisoner B-3087, and his latest middle grade adventure, The League of Seven. Visit him 
online at www.alangratz.com.

Friday Breakout: Your Career Starts Here 

How can I polish my manuscript? Do I need to find an illustrator? How long should my manuscript be? 
Do I need an agent? If so, how do I find one? If not, how do I find a publisher? What should I include 
with my submission? A highly recommended session for those attending their first conference or just 
beginning to write for publication.

SUSAN HAWK is a Literary Agent at The Bent Agency, representing middle grade, YA, picture 
books, and non-fiction for kids.  Projects she represents share powerful and original writing, strong 
story-telling and a distinctive, sometimes off-kilter voice.  In middle-grade and YA, she’s looking for 
unforgettable characters, rich world-building, and she’s a sucker for bittersweet; bonus points for 
something that makes her laugh out loud.  In picture books, she’s looking particularly for author-
illustrators, succinct but expressive texts, and indelible characters.  Her favorite projects live at the 
intersection of literary and commercial.  Before agenting, she spent fifteen years in children’s book 
marketing at Penguin, Henry Holt and North-South Books; she also worked in Editorial at Dutton 
Children’s Books, and as a children’s librarian and bookseller. Find her online at www.thebentagency.
com and @susanhawk.

Saturday Breakout: Middle Grade Thrillers 

Thrillers and adventure—what makes a middle grade book that you just can’t put down?

Susan will also participate in the Agent’s Panel on Friday.

CHRISTA HESCHKE graduated from Binghamton University with a major in English and a minor in 
Anthropology. She started in publishing as an intern at both Writers House and Sterling Lord Literistic, 
where she fell in love with the agency side of publishing. Christa has been at McIntosh and Otis, Inc. 
in the Children’s Literature Department since 2009 where she is actively looking for picture books, 
middle grade and young adult and is currently building her list.

Saturday Breakout: Picture Books 101: From Coming Up With an Idea to Querying 

So you have an idea for picture book…how can you make it stand out? In this interactive workshop, 
Christa will discuss everything from making sure your project has a clear story arc and how to create a 
dummy, to properly using illustration notes and getting across your message without being “preachy.”

Christa will also participate in the Agent’s Panel on Friday.



DEB JOHNSON has been illustrating for the children’s market for 25 years. She truly enjoys creating 
colorful and fun illustrations for younger children and their young-at-heart adults! Deb just sold 
her first hidden picture to Highlights for Children and has other ideas on the way. In addition to 
illustrating, she is a creative designer for print and web media, including books, magazines, corporate 
branding, and more. Deb also writes and is currently working on a new kids page, and her first real-
live picture book dummy. She has been an active and involved member of the SCBWI since 1997 and 
currently serves as the Carolinas web mistress.  You can find her online at www.deb-johnson.com and 
@DebJohnsonArt .

Friday Breakout: Working Illustrators Panel – The Nuts and Bolts of Building an Illustration Career

Deb teams up with Vanessa Brantley Newton and Bob Ostrom for a workshop designed for illustrators 
who want to know more about building a career in illustration. A variety of subjects will be covered 
including contracts, clients, creating your own opportunities, investing in your career, tips for finances, 
copyright, self-promotion and more. In addition to the Friday workshop, Bob, Vanessa and Deb will be 
available for an informal Q&A on Saturday evening.

KAMI KINARD’S latest novel, The Boy Problem: Notes and Predictions of Tabitha Reddy released from 
Scholastic in April. Her first novel, The Boy Project: Notes and Observations of Kara McAllister, was a 
2013 Children’s Choices Reading List Pick. Kinard’s poetry, fiction, and nonfiction pieces have appeared 
in some of the world’s best children’s magazines including Ladybug, Babybug, Highlights, and Jack And 
Jill. You can find out more about her by visiting her website www.kamikinard.com.

Friday Breakout: Everyone Likes to Laugh: Tell Your Tale with Humor

Writing humor isn’t easy, but if authors know the right techniques, it is easier for them to make 
readers laugh out loud. This workshop offers a look at four of these techniques and how they are 
employed by some of the most successful writers of humor for tweens and teens today. It also offers 
tips for inserting humor into more serious works. Full of witty examples, the workshop will be broken 
into four primary cells, each one focusing on a particular aspect of humor writing.

EMILY MITCHELL lives in Massachusetts because of Anastasia Krupnik: after reading the eponymous 
classic dozens of times as a child, she got it in her head that going to college in Massachusetts was 
something she should do, so she did. Emily began her career at Sheldon Fogelman Agency, handling 
submissions, subsidiary rights, and coffee. She then spent eleven years at Charlesbridge Publishing 
as senior editor, contracts manager, and director of corporate strategy. At Charlesbridge her books 
included A Mother’s Journey by Sandra Markle, illustrated by Alan Marks (a Boston Globe–Horn Book 
Honor Book); Music Was IT: Young Leonard Bernstein by Susan Goldman Rubin (a YALSA Excellence 
in Nonfiction finalist and winner of the Sydney Taylor Jewish Book Award); the Aggie and Ben series 
of early readers by Lori Ries, illustrated by Frank W. Dormer; and Flying the Dragon, a debut middle-
grade novel by Natalie Dias Lorenzi. After a brief post-MBA stint in the non-publishing world, Emily is 
thrilled to be back where she belongs in children’s books. Emily holds a bachelor’s degree in English 
from Harvard, a master’s in secondary English education from Syracuse, and an MBA from Babson. 
She lives outside Boston with her husband, daughter, and son—known to her legions of social-media 
fans as Cabana Boy, La Munch, and the Boy, respectively. Emily is accepting new clients in all genres 
for children.

Industry Insights Intensive: Take Three

From the role of an agent before and after submission to the editorial and revision process to the 
standard and weird clauses of publishing contracts, get an inside look at the many sides of children’s 
publishing.

Saturday Breakout: Voice: Elusive, Yet Necessary  

Emily will offer examples of great voice from picture books to YA, fiction and nonfiction. We’ll read 
excerpts and picture books aloud, examine how voice drives a manuscript, and learn how to make 
your own voice sing.

Emily will also participate in the Agent’s Panel on Friday.



VANESSA BRANTLEY NEWTON grew up in a musical family who loved to sing. She is a self-
taught illustrator, doll maker, and crafter who studied fashion illustration at FIT and children’s book 
illustration at the School of Visual Arts in New York. She loves all things old and retro and it finds its 
way into her illustrations and artwork. Her voice for writing is as simple and sweet as the voice she 
sings with. She is the author and illustrator of Let Freedom Sing and Don’t Let Auntie Mabel Bless the 
Table and has illustrated numerous children’s books including One Love & Every Little Thing, words 
by Bob & Cedella Marley, and Presenting Tallulah written by Tori Spelling. Vanessa currently makes 
her nest in Charlotte, NC with her husband of 20 years, their daughter, and a very rambunctious cat 
named Stripes.

Friday Breakout: Working Illustrators Panel – The Nuts and Bolts of Building an Illustration Career

Vanessa teams up with Deb Johnson and Bob Ostrom for a workshop designed for illustrators who 
want to know more about building a career in illustration. A variety of subjects will be covered 
including contracts, clients, creating your own opportunities, investing in your career, tips for finances, 
copyright, self-promotion and more. In addition to the Friday workshop, Bob, Vanessa and Deb will be 
available for an informal Q&A on Saturday evening.

BOB OSTROM is an illustrator whose art has appeared in close to 300 children’s books and 
countless cartoon logos. When Bob’s not hard at work illustrating something fun you can find him 
teaching courses in children’s book illustration, cartooning, Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign 
and competitive napping! For more info on Bob and his art please visit: BobOstrom.com. If you’d 
like to learn more about illustration, cartooning, Photoshop, Illustrator or InDesign please visit: 
BobTeachesArt.com.

Friday Breakout: Working Illustrators Panel – The Nuts and Bolts of Building an Illustration Career

Bob teams up with Deb Johnson and Vanessa Brantley Newton  for a workshop designed for 
illustrators who want to know more about building a career in illustration. A variety of subjects will be 
covered including contracts, clients, creating your own opportunities, investing in your career, tips for 
finances, copyright, self-promotion and more. In addition to the Friday workshop, Bob, Vanessa and 
Deb will be available for an informal Q&A on Saturday evening.

PIETA PEMBERTON is an assistant editor for Grosset & Dunlap/PSS! an imprint of the Penguin Young 
Readers Group. Her current list includes illustrated chapter-book series and middle-grade series, as 
well as picture and activity books for pre-school licenses. She also edits quirky activity books for the 
zany PSS! imprint, home of the popular Mad Libs brand. She has been brainstorming and reviewing YA 
titles and is currently on the lookout for an excellent series acquisition. She lives in Brooklyn and can 
never find her keys.

Pieta will participate in the First Pages/First Impressions panel on Saturday.

CARRIE RYAN is the New York Times bestselling author of the Forest of Hands and Teeth series 
and Infinity Ring: Divide and Conquer as well as the editor of Foretold. Currently she’s working on The 
Map to Everywhere, a middle grade series co-written with her husband which will be out from Little, 
Brown in 2014, and Turnabout, a YA romantic thriller out from Penguin Random House in 2015. Carrie 
lives in Charlotte, NC, with her husband, two cats, and dog. She’s online at www.CarrieRyan.com and 
@CarrieRyan.

Carrie will deliver the conference Closing Keynote Address on Sunday.



PAULA SADLER edits chapter books and middle grade at Random House Books for Young Readers. 
Her list includes the nonfiction Totally True Adventures chapter books series, the Ballpark Mysteries, 
and the middle grade Oliver and the Seawigs. She’s particularly interested in narrative nonfiction 
writers, chapter books with strong hooks and series potential, middle grade humor, magical realism, 
anything with a nerdy twist, and fantasy/adventure.

Saturday Breakout: Finding Your Middle Grade Voice

Middle grade can sometimes feel like the trickiest age level to nail down. What makes a story uniquely 
middle grade, versus a chapter book or a young YA? What do editors look for in a middle grade voice? 
I’ll discuss how writers capture that elusive MG feel, how to avoid some common pitfalls, and an 
editor’s perspective on the current middle grade market.

Paula will also participate in the First Pages/First Impressions panel on Saturday.

ISABEL WARREN-LYNCH has had the pleasure of working in publishing since 1980, starting as a 
designer at E.P. Dutton. Every day she passed by the original Winnie-the-Pooh in the lobby. At Dutton 
she learned excellence in trade publishing, book design, and fine-tuned her own press skills. In 1985 
she was introduced to mass market formats; licensed characters, coloring & activity books; books with 
wheels, that made noise, had fur and popped-up as the Art Director at Grosset & Dunlap. In 1991 she 
returned to trade publishing as the Art Director for Crown Books for Young Readers at Random House. 
Her job has greatly expanded over the last 23 years; now with a group of 11 designers she works on 
over 300 books a year for Random House imprints that include Knopf, Delacorte, Wendy Lamb Books, 
Crown, and the Ember, Yearling, and Dragonfly paperback lines. As Executive Art Director, she has the 
opportunity to work with the best editors and some of the most exciting authors and illustrators in 
the business.

Illustration Intensive: The Creative Process

Isabelle will provide an art director’s perspective on picture book production, while Mary GrandPré 
will show examples of her work and discuss her process from concept to final art.

Isabel will also participate in the First Pages/First Impressions panel on Saturday. 


