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About me
My name is Brandon Reese. 

I’m an author/illustrator.
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What is a 
picture book 

dummy?
A dummy is visually realized version of your book.
It is comprised of your manuscript’s text, sketches,  

sample art, and character studies.



Why is it so important?
It shows an editor your intention for the final book and  

showcases your ability to plot and pace your story. 
If you are an illustrator, this is your chance to show off 

consistency in character and environment. 



Common Trim sizes
Here are just a few. There are too many to list them all! 

8 x 8 6 x 9 7 x 8 8 x 10
9.5 x 8.75

CAVE DADA

8.5 x 11 11 x 9
9 x 12 12 x 12

10.25 x 12.25
OOTHAR



At dummy stage, all that matters is-

Make sure to thumbnail in proportion to your final trim size. 
A vertical design may not translate to a square format later on. 

Save yourself the headache of reworking your layouts!

Horizontal Vertical Square



Common 
picture book

lengths
Most picture books are 32, 40, 44 pages--32 being 

the most common. There can be variations to these page counts. 
For example, a 32 page book can break down like this:
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CAVE DADA’s 
Dummy to printed

picture book
journey  

    



Sketchbook
I can not stress enough 
the importance of 
keeping a sketchbook! 
All of my book ideas 
start here.

Here is where 
Cave Dada made 
his first appearance.



I begin working out 
dialogue with new sketches.



I’m building the story 
and refining the 
character designs.

Once I figure out the 
narrative direction, 
I start on the...



Manuscript
I begin by typing up the story in 
a basic program like simpletext. 
This is very rough. I’m just 
getting words down.



I refine the text further and begin 
figuring out pagination.
 
I’ll then print it out. I like to fold it in 
half and tuck it into my sketchbook.

I include illustration notes. It helps 
build out the world and informs what 
can be drawn versus what can be said. 



I’ll make text edits directly on my printed manuscript, printing out a new 
batch of pages after each pass.



I finalize pagination by referring to a picture book layout template. 
This goes in my sketchbook too.

I work in tandem with 
text, template, and 
sketchbook... back 
and forth, until I’ve 
thumbnailed out the 
entire book.



The dummy
Now the real fun begins! I keep the first iteraton of the sketch 
dummy very rough. I’m not concerned with impressing anyone. 

This is just for me. I’m just working out how spreads and 
page-turns are flowing. I’m also figuring out where the text will be.





Sometimes I find it 
helpful to print out and 
assemble my dummy. 

I’ll then film myself 
reading it aloud. 

FYI, this dummy was in my 
portfolio at SCBWI Carolinas 
in 2017. It was instrumental in 
signing with my current agent.



Assembling the dummy
You can always just staple your pages on the side, but if you want to 

figure out printer spreads, take the total number of pages and divide by 4. 
Cave Dada is 40 pages, so I take 10 pieces of scrap paper and fold them in half.



Starting on the 
cover, number 

each page.



Unfold to reveal 
printer spread 
page numbers.



Now you can refer 
to the scrap mock 
up to lay out your 

book out in 
printer spreads
in InDesign or 

similar page layout 
program. 



Assemble your dummy and staple. 
I love my Swingline Long Reach Stapler.

Print out and trim if needed, then...



Unfortunately, it does not come in red.



After I get notes from my agent, I set to work on a tighter grayscale 
version of the dummy. This will be what editors see on submission.

In this version, I am taking care to keep my charcters on model 
and making sure text placement is working on the page.



I included 2 color samples. 2 or 3 is typical. 
Sometimes character studies can be included. 
This gives an editor an idea of the art style you 
want to use in the final book.



Now I’m finished... 
  Or am I?

Remember, this is still the beginning 
of your book’s publishing journey. 
Don’t fall in love with it just yet! 
Your manuscript will likely change 
from what you’ve created. 



If you have an agent, they will want to make changes before going 
on submission. My original 32 page dummy, DADA NO READ BOOK 

became a 40 page dummy, CAVE DADA.



My editor suggested a sweet yet cheeky ending. 
Dada is asleep but not for long!



And if all goes well, you’ll 
need to make changes 

with an editor too!
CAVE DADA originally 
ended with Baba yelling, 

“Turn out light, 
Baba go night night!”
With poor Dada still 

awake in the dark as Baba 
falls asleep. 



Remember my
published books?



Here are my unpublished books.



The struggle is real!



The goalpost 
is always moving.

Just because you are a published author, 
it doesn’t mean the offers keep flowing in.

 
Keep putting in the work.  

Draw! Draw! Draw! Write! Write! Write!



Free Picture book templates!
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Where to find me

brandonreese.com 

Twitter and Instagram- @brandonreese


